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St Mary’s Farnham Royal Church of England Primary School
Through FAITH, as a FAMILY we aspire to grow. Thriving for all our FUTURES, 
enabling us to FLOURISH individually and as a community

SMFR Approach to RE 

This guidance outlines the teaching, organisation and management of the RE curriculum taught and learnt at SMFR. The implementation of these guidelines is the responsibility of all teaching staff.

Introduction:
At SMFR, we are a FAMILY committed to ensuring all children FLOURISH in our care; We take pride in providing our children with a broad and engaging curriculum, and fostering their desire and curiosity to learn.

Legal Obligations
Under the 1944 and 1988 Acts, parents have the right to withdraw their pupils from religious education and collective worship.  If parents wish to take this course of action they should consult the headteacher in the first instance.

SCHOOL VISION Through FAITH, as a FAMILY we aspire to grow. Thriving for all our FUTURES, enabling us to FLOURISH individually and as a community.
For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and future Jeremiah 29:11

Our Overview SMFR

At SMFR, we believe that Religious Education is key to enabling pupils to gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of the nature, role and influence of religion in the world; as a Church school, it is a core part of our curriculum.  

Our children are encouraged to show respect in everything they do. Our carefully planned curriculum balances teaching about Christianity with other faiths, and equips pupils to learn about and from other many religions. 

Pupils at SMFR are taught to learn to think critically, ask perceptive questions, formulate reasoned opinion and handle controversial issues and truth claims. 

Religious Education also provides pupils with the opportunity to pursue a personal quest for meaning, purpose and value and to develop an understanding of, and respect for, different beliefs and lifestyles.  The development of human cultures and the lives of millions of people have been influenced by religions and beliefs; RE enables pupils to recognise this and respond to it so that they can learn more about themselves and their place in the world.

SMFR RE Curriculum
Our curriculum is based upon the most recent Locally Agreed Syllabus and ‘Understanding Christianity’. It aims to ensure that all pupils:

· develop their knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world religions represented in Great Britain

· explore issues within and between faiths to help them understand different religions’ beliefs, values and traditions

· raise and consider questions of meaning and purpose in life from beginning to end, learn about religious and ethical teaching and begin to make reasoned judgements on religious and moral issues

· develop a sense of identity and belonging

· reflect on, analyse and evaluate personal beliefs, values and practices and communicate their responses.

The curriculum is enriched by range of different visits and speakers during the school year. Year 2 visit a synagogue, and the whole school will visit St Marys Church during important times of the liturgical year. Parents, visitors and children themselves lead presentations about other faiths.

Quality RE: 

· Teaches pupils about Christianity and other religions and worldviews so that they can understand the world better and develop their own sense of place within it. 

· Engages pupils of any religious faith or none and of all academic abilities and social backgrounds. 

· Enables pupils to engage with a range of sources such as texts, artefacts, and people. 

· Challenges pupils to question and explore their own and others’ understanding of the world. 

· Does not seek to urge beliefs upon pupils, nor compromise their own beliefs but rather to deepen their self-understanding and understanding of others. 

· Raises questions of identity, meaning, purpose and value and encourages pupils to reflect on experience, ways of living and ways of knowing. 

· Contributes positively and powerfully to the spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development of pupils (SMSC). 

· Provides opportunities for pupils to develop communication and thinking skills. 

· Explores visions of humanity and at the same time reflects on the depths to which humanity can sink.

IMPLEMENTATION

Subject Planning & Teaching

Through careful stages of planning and ‘Quality First Teaching’ each teacher differentiates their class’ curriculum to meet the needs of the children they teach with the aim of developing independence and the child meeting his/her potential at whichever level they are working at. We acknowledge that children learn in many different ways and recognise the need to use a range of different teaching and learning strategies, that will allow all children to learn in ways that best suit them.

In each lesson, children are guided towards the learning objectives (Learning Intentions LI) through the use of success criteria (Success Criteria SC) The learning objectives and success criteria are shared at the beginning of the lesson and reviewed by children at the end. 

We use teacher assessment to adapt our planning at SMFR and lessons. This progress is also included and shared in Children’s End of Year Reports.
EYFS Statutory Framework:  

The EYFS framework promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life. Through this curriculum, children will be exposed to aspects of knowledge, skills and understanding that will be built upon once they enter the National Curriculum Programmes of Study.  

Personal, social and emotional development involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment
UPDATED May 2026.
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