St Mary’s Farnham Royal Church of England Primary School

We aspire to grow as a community through FAITH as a FAMILY.
Thriving for all our FUTURES enabling us to FLOURISH

Monday 5™ December 2022
Dear Parents & Carers
Message from Buckinghamshire Public Health Team

We have all been deeply saddened to read about the tragic deaths of six children across the
country from invasive Group A Streptococcus (iGAS) infections. Group A “Strep” is a bacteria
which often lives harmlessly on our skin but can also cause a variety of illnesses, most of them
mild and non-invasive. Scarlet fever is a common type of Group A Strep infection, which is
currently circulating at higher levels than is usual for the time of year. Symptoms of scarlet fever
can include:

e sore throat
e high fever
e apink or red rash with a rough sandpapery feel

If your child develops any of these symptoms then then please keep them at home until
they are feeling better.

If you have any concerns, contact NHS 111 or your GP for further advice. The vast majority of
childhood infections currently circulating are mild and easily treatable, and more severe infections
(such as iIGAS) are extremely rare. Buckinghamshire Council is working closely with schools and
all early years and childcare providers to ensure that all our children continue to be able to learn
and develop in safe and healthy environments.

Yours sincerely
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Mrs Vania Eaglen
Headteacher

Mrs Vania Eaglen - Headteacher

Mr James Farmer —Deputy Headteacher
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhs.uk%2Fconditions%2Fscarlet-fever%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cearlyyears%40buckinghamshire.gov.uk%7C61d69f60ae934084310f08dad6c682c6%7C7fb976b99e2848e180861ddabecf82a0%7C0%7C0%7C638058445347547344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ea9OrcUuPg3eS4fzfrvu4tCJ8U%2B9VHoT3NAbrE2OxR4%3D&reserved=0

